@SavetheChildren DZUD RESPUNSE

JANUARY — NOVEMBER, 2016

A Dzud is a slow onset natural disaster unique to Mongolia, when a summer
drought followed by a harsh winter with heavy snow (10 to 350 cm) and ex-
treme cold (down to -50°C) results in vast numbers of livestock dying from
cold or starvation from insufficient grazing pastures and stockpiled hay.
Herders rely on their animals for almost everything; meat and milk for food,
animal waste to heat the Ger and animal skins for making clothes, buying
food and paying for their children's schooling. Losing their animals can have
disastrous effects on the livelihood of herders. In addition, poor road condi-
tions during winter make it almost impossible for herders and their children
to receive adequate medical treatment from hospitals or to attend schools
and kindergartens.
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' provinces. Save the Children assessments found that herder households faced
32,1 21 significant financial barriers to purchasing supplies to meet their children’s

basic needs and to protect their remaining livestock. This had indirect yet
significant negative effects on child protection and education outcomes. This
year’s Dzud was felt even more severely because of Mongolia’s economic

CHILDREN 280/0 downturn from weaKening international mineral markets. A government
REACHED 40% Education budget had been drastically cut, as had funds for State Emergency, leaving the
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11 O 69 2 D- ﬁ of the population — herder households and their children — by providin? an
4 é)\é integrated intervention focused on child protection, education, health, food
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CERF, JPF and SIDA. Save the Children’s response aimed to protect and
rebuild herders’ livelihoods while safeguarding their children’s basic
well-being and educational environment.
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